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I. INTRODUCTORY. 































Many important books have been 
| wrilten and many valuable papers con- 
tributed to medical journals on the 

dangers of venereal diseases. All 
' show that venereal diseases are more 
perilous to the individual, the family 
and the State than are all other ail- 
ments combined. 

Study and effort directed to their 
‘abatement’ lead to the inevitable con- 
‘clusion that venereal diseases are due 
essentially to prostitution, clandestine 
and public. The knowledge that ven- 
'ereal diseases are due mainly to prosti- 
‘tution does not, however, reveal the 
‘means of curing the evil: 1, Because all 
efforts to reduce public prostitution 
have proven and are always likely to 
rove futile; 2, because clandestine 
Prostitution is necessarily beyond all 
efforts to limit its still greater power 
for evil. 
| The principal cause for the physical 
and moral wrecks produced by prosti- 
Hution lies in ignorance. The same 
ignorance misleads many of the vic- 
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tims of prostitution to regard lightly 
the elements thereby acquired. 

The need for public enlightenment 
being manifest, many earnest men, I 
among them, have advocated lectures 
to the people on these subjects. More 
mature thought has, however, brought 
the conclusion that such lectures would 
fall short of their purpose, principally 
because, to be effective, instruction 
must be given at the opportune mo- 
ment. A state of receptivity depen- 
dent on a condition so individual as 
mental, physical and sexual puberty 
must necessarily, in any assemblage, 
form as varying a factor as there are 
people present. 

Obviously the effective teaching of 
these matters can be done only in 
private. It would seem at first glance 
that this is the father’s duty. But 
some, indeed many men are so far re~ 
moved psychologically from those near- 
est them that they could never suc 
cessfully undertake this delicate task. 
Such men must relegate the duty to 
the physician, the teacher or the 
clergyman. 

Among teachers and clergymen 
many have vague, and often graveiy 
erroneous ideas on these subjects. In- 
deed, a majority of them has not re- 
ceived even rudimentary education on: 
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the structure. and functions of the 
genitourinary organs. They conse- 
quently have no knowledge whatever 
of the diseases due mainly to misuse 
of the genesic function. 

If, for the reasons given, the father, 

clergyman or teacher is disqualified 
from imparting the necessary warn- 
ings, it may be well to direct the youth 
to study the third, fourth and fifth 
divisions of this paper. 
Il. THE DANGERS OF VENEREAL DIS 
medical journals one eminent man or 
another asserts that the exercise of the 
sexual act is unnecessary for the pres- 
ervation of health. As far as I know 
this has not been refuted. One rea- 
son for this silence may be, and prob 
ably is, that such refutation would be 
more likely to be read than were the 
articles contested. They would, as all 
such things do, fall into the hands 
for which they are least in- 
tended and be perverted to serve as 
scientific endorsement for libertinage 
and profligacy. 

Wiser and deeper students may, in 
the course of time, establish whether 
illicit relations between the sexes is ever 
a vital necessity. For the present it 
suffices to say that young men are 
everywhere beset by temptations and 
induced by the spirit of evil, by the 
jests of their companions and by the 
solicitations of mainly clandestine of- 
fenders to seek sexual gratification, the 
desire for which is thus awakened. 

The present purpose would not be 
advanced by a discussion of the need 
of sexual gratification for the main- 
tenance of health. Moreover, the sub- 
ject seems too individual for general- 
ization and therefore not capable of 
wide application. 


So much, however, experience shows, 
that no matter what volumes may be 
written on the wisdom of male sexual 
purity, whatever the endeavors of 
moralists, there will be, as there al- 
ways has been, a vast majority who 
disregard precepts which oppose their 
desires. In consequence there is, as 
there always has been and will be, an 
overpowering multitude of men who 
acquire venereal diseases to the detri- 
ment of themselves, their families and 
the State. 

To what extent this detriment goes 
is incalculable, as statistics on the sub- 
ject can not be reliable. It will suffice 
here to note that conservative authors 
estimate that one-eighth of all the pa- 
tients in the hospitals of New York 
are inmates thereof because of vene- 
real diseases or their consequences. 

Those in hospitals represent but a 
small fraction of the people attained. 
The latest study of the question made 
by a body of physicians appointed by 
the New York County Medical Society 
for the purpose, makes the appalling 
declaration that 200,000 people infect- 
ed with venereal diseases are walking 
the streets of our city. 

The working and _ consequently 
earning power of these people is mater- 
ially reduced. If every infected per- 
son loses only $1 per day, then the loss 
of earnings from this cause alone 
amounts to sixty million dollars per 
year. This loss is directly or indi 
rectly borne by all, even those who are 
so inexpressibly selfish as to have no 
feeling for the sufferings of others. 

The heaviest part of the burden 
rests on physicians. who must give 
their services gratuitously to over 66 
per cent. of their*patients. But they 
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do not complain of their unrecognized 
philanthropy, nor do they advertise it. 
They exercise it as the most impor- 
tant part of their priesthood. 

Men who devote their lives to the 
relief of misfortunes which bring the 
deepest woes, are daily astounded at 
the consummate ignorance that pre- 
vails among all classes regarding what 
is, from the nature of things, a gener’ 
ally tabooed subject. It is not oniy 
the uncultured, uneducated man who 
is the victim of unbridled passions; 
his cultured, educated and _ intellec- 
tual brother is equally and just as fre- 
quently unfortunate. There is no ex” 
cessive charity in here using the word 
“anfortunate,” for he is truly unfor- 
tunate and it avails nothing to consid- 
er him otherwise; nor is there any ex: 
cessive optimism in the conviction that 
if all men could be informed of the 
dangers of venereal diseases, fewer 
would contract them, or having con- 
tracted them would neglect them as 
itey now do. 

Honest endeavors are continually 
made, especially by physicians, to en- 
lighten the public on this subject. 
But their excellent counsel must ordin- 
arily be limited to persons who have 
already acquired the disease, and for 
whom the topic has at the time absorb- 
ing interest. 

The ignorance that prevails on. these 
subjects is far-reaching in its effects. 
The patient, uninformed of the dan 
gers to his health and [ife, generally 
does not seek early and radical treat- 
ment for the infection. More fre- 
quently still, associating venereal dis 
eases with the only mention of them 
that has come to his notice, namely. in 
the advertisements of quacks, he con- 
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sults one of these harpies or their con- 
geners, the patent-medicine dealers. La_ 
ter on, and often too late,he learns that 
every community has conscientious 
practitioners who scientifically study 
these diseases. Only then does he 
discover that he has wasted time, in 
jured his health and imperiled his life 
through his ignorance and the shame- 
lessness of those who have taken ad- 
vantage thereof. 

As little as the patient knows of the 
dangers to himself of venereal diseases, 
so little is he aware of the menace to 
his family. He should know at least 
two facts, which in efforts laid before 
the profession were elsewhere discuss- 
ed. These facts are: 

1. That of all women who die of 
diseases of the reproductive organs, 80 
per cent. are victims of gonorrhea, of 
which their husbands imagined them- 
selves cured. 


2. That of all children born with 
seeing eyes who became hopelessly 
blind within a few days after birth, 80 
per cent. lost their sight because of 
infection by gonorrhea, of which the 
fathers imagined themselves cured. 
(This paragraph refers to the time be- 
fore the Crede method of protecting 
children’s eyes at birth was employed.) 

The patient is, as a rule, as ignor 
ant of these frequent results as he is 
of the. danger which venereal diseases 
are to the community. The need, 
therefore, of instructing the people at 
large on these subjects is manifest. As 
said before, however, the knowledge 
usually is imparted after the damage 
is done. 

Many physicians, I among them, 
have striven to aid in combating this 
most dangerous ignorance. Although 
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the papers written were received in a 
most cordial and kindly fashion, they 
could not meet the fundamental de- 
fect which prevails, that of prelimin- 
ary education in those whom physicians 
must instruct. This shortcoming was 
made painfully apparent by letters 
from practitioners in all parts of the 
‘country. 

Manifestly, then, there is need for 
explanation to the young which will 
appeal to them at the most suscep- 
tible age, that of puberty. To meet 
‘these evident requirements I have, at 
warious times, attempted to construct 
‘an essay that would serve the ends in 
_ view. But at almost every line I was 

confronted by the dread that, by the 
very writings, the youthful mind 
might be directed to temptations that 
might not otherwise come to it. 

It was my fortune, at the second 
conference for the Prophylaxis of Ven- 
ereal Diseases, held at Brussels early in 
September, 1902, to receive a copy of 
Professor Fournier’s article addressed 
“To Our Sons When They Have 
Reached Their Eighteenth Year.” 
This admirable paper, written tem 
perately, with much wisdom and great 
tact, indubitably meets the require- 
ments of the sons of the intellectual 
people. The temptation at once pre- 
sented itself to translate Professor 
Fournier’s paper, but throughout it is 
permeated with the spirit which makes 
it so eminently acceptable to the 
French line of thought. It would not 
apply as well in our own country, 
-where the Anglo-Saxon manner of 
thinking and living predominates. Ap- 
‘preciating the need of a similar ef- 
“fort it is now attempted in the hope 
‘that better pens will take up the mat- 
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ter for the benefit of the rising gener- 
ation. 

The proposition, as suggested be- 
fore, involves the problem, at what 
period of a young man’s life this in 
formation should be imparted to him. 
Those closest to him must be the jud- 
ges of the opportune moment. 

The remainder of this paper consists 
of : 

1. The evidences of awakening gen- 
esic tendency. 

2. Masturbation and the impulses 
or defects that lead thereto. 

3. The evil influences that mislead 
youths into immorality. 

4, Prostitution, pubiic and clandes- 
tine, and the mental and physical de- 
struction they bring. 

5. Gonorrhea, chancroid, chancre, 
and their sequele. 

6. Advertising quacks, nostrum ven- 
ders and an expose of the meth- 
ods they employ to swindle those 
afflicted with real or imaginary gen 
ito-urinary and other ailments. 

%. The reasons why a youth witha 
real or fancied illness due to immor- 
ality should consult a physician whom 
he knows, or whom his father knows. 

8. The reason why reputable prac- 
titioncrs do not advertise. 

These matters being addressed to 
boys, are necessarily presented in such 
elementary outline and puerile lan- 
‘guage that they have no place in & 
scientific publication. The author there- 
fore requests their omission here, but 
for completeness will add them to the 
reprints of this article, which will be 
furnished to physicians on request to 
that effect. cI 

31 West Sixty-first Street. 
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DISCUSSION. 


Dr. James J. Walsh, New York— 
The great universities of Europe, es- 
pecially those in Berlin, have deliber- 
ated on this question, and the students 
are taught what is meant by venereal 
diseases and what their significance is. 
This is certainly not a pleasing ques- 
tion for deiiberation, but it is an ex- 
ceedingly important one. At the Uni- 
versity of Berlin a course on the sig- 
nificance of venereal disease, open to 
all the students, is supported out of 
the emperor’s purse, and is very large- 
ly attended, thousands of- young men 
attending such lectures. The time 
must come, and shortly, too, in Amer- 
ica when the universities do something 
to protect the students and give them 
this. much-needed knowledge. At 
the present time all the universities are 
necessarily situated in the large cities, 
and the young men from the country 
are invited to come to the city, where 
they meet with the dangers of city 
life. I think it is our duty to give 
these young men such knowledge as 
will protect them against the physical 
evils of venereal diseases. Faculties 
which do not make some provision for 
this are neglecting a serious duty. Any 
objections to such a course being insti- 
tuted in our universities are founded 
on pusillanimous prudery. 


Dr. F. W. Robbins, Detroit—I think 
the paper is written in a strong style 
and will impress the readers. I think 
that mental impression is of more im- 
portance to the youth than the mere 
knowledge. It seems to me that the 
Period of life at which the intelligent 
young are instructed in these matters 
is, in most respects, too late. There 
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are two periods in the boy’s life when 
he should be impressed with this. 
knowledge: 1. The early period, which 
comes at the ninthortwelfthyear. Chil- 
dren at this period can scarcely be ex- 
pected to be much impressed with such 
a paper in which there is so much dis- 
cussion. Then it is that the boy more 
particularly requires the attention of 
the father and not of the physician 
2. At a later period, when the boy goes 
to school, he should be given this 
knowledge. I believe it is an injustice 
to allow these boys to go without this 
precious knowledge. I think it is not 
so much the knowledge as the mental 
impression which keeps these boys mor- 


al. 


Dr. DeLancey Rochester, Buffalo— 
I am particularly interested in Dr. 
Valentine’s paper because twelve or 
fifteen years ago I presented a paper on 
a similar subject before the American 
Academy of Medicine. I believe the 
proper time for giving such instruc- 
tion to these boys is during the high 
schqol period, and the best way of im- 
parting this knowledge is by the prop- 
er teaching of physiology in the schools 
by physicians. The whole subject of 
physiology should be taught and not— 
as at present—only part, and that im- 
perfectly. The truth should be taught ; 
and that is that there are two great 
functions of the organism,namely,the 
preservation of the individual and the 
perpetuation of the race; that the 
functions of the various organs of the 
body are subsiduary to one or other of 
these great functions. 

A thoroughly careful and compe- 
tent teacher could show by the history 
of the complete separation of the sexes: 
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in plant and animal life that there has 
been developed the most beautiful in 
flowers and the noblest in animals. 
Time does not permit me to elaborate 
the scheme, but I thoroughly believe 
that physiology taught in this way 
would arouse in each one a noble re 
spect for the human body in all its 
parts and a determination to do ail in 
his power to develop a perfect human 
being and to keep it pure and holy. 
I believe that by careful selections of 
teachers physiology could thus he 
taught in the public schools. 

Dr. Theodore Potter, Indianapolis 
—M experience has led me to some- 
what the same conclusions as Dr. Bal- 
entine has reached. ‘There are two 
periods in the boy’s life when such in- 
struction can be given: 1. At the time 
of puberty, when the boy is at home 
under the influence and control of his 
parents and family physician; 2, when 
he goes to school or college. At this 
latter period he will look on such in- 
struction as may be given him in a ser- 
ious way. If I am allowed to differ 
with the last gentleman who spoke, I 
must say that I question whether the 
public school or the intermediate 
school will give the proper opportunity 
for giving such instruction, because 
the boy is more or less immature at 
that time and looks on such teaching 
as frivolous and makes a joke of it. 
Later he will listen and take it in a 
more serious way. When attempts 
have been made by public school teach- 
ers to instruct the boys in this country 
they take it as a sort of joke; but this 
is not so among the college students. 
It really is surprising what a great 
amount of ignorance is displayed by 


those young men, who are entering or 
who have gone through college. I 
have had experiences in the West as 
well as the East in institutions and I 
have seen the most lamentabie 
examples of young men,not bad men at 
all,who have gotten into trouble largely 
through ignorance. This is the point: 
‘The young man goes free for the first 
time when he enters college, and since 
human nature is imperfect, when he 
reaches this time of freedom some- 
thing goes wrong and it is largely 
through lack of proper instruction. I 
believe Dr. Valentine is right when he 
states that when young men attend 
college, reaching the age of maturity, 
then is the time that serious instruc 
tion should be given. Z 
It has been my habit, and this I 
think should be dowie by the physicians 
all over the country, to say to my pa- 
trons who have boys, that I am going 
to talk to a few boys at my house and 
if they wish they may send their sons. 
Invariably I have met with a willing 
response, and I know that my efforts 
have been crowned with success, so far 
as instructing them is concerned. 
Dr. M. M. Smith, Austin, Texas—I 
desire to lay special stress on the in- 
fluence exerted by the home circle in 
the prevention of venereal diseases in 
young men. During the earlier years 
ef the boy’s life he is constantly with 
conduct and his associales and watches 
him carefully and teaches him obedience 
and morality during these years instead 
of spending much of her time at card 
parties or other amusements, when the 
boy runs loose about the streets during 
her absence, he will show the value of 
this watchfulness’ in his character, 














THE MEDICAL TIMES AND REGISTER. 231 


Equally important is the duty of the 
father,and especiaily is this true when 
the boy reaches the age of puberty. 
This is the time the father should be 
his companion and friend, and espec 
ially watch his conduct and compan- 
ions and guide him safely over these 
few years when he is developing into 
complete manhood. A little denial of 
lodge meetings or the absence from 
clubs or other social functions will re- 
sult beneficially to the boy’s welfare in 
life. It is too often the case that the 
parents are earnestly at work to further 
some charitable and noble entérprise in 
that publicspirited manner; but at the 
same time they are neglecting 
their own children at a time when 
their influence will leave its effects all 
through their lives. The subject 
should engage the attention of the 
parent, the teacher and the physician ; 
in fact, on the proper solution of the 
subject depends the future welfare of 
the nation. 

Dr. Frank A. Jones, Memphis, 
Tenn.—I doubt very much the pro- 
priety of bringing this matter before 
the laity as advocated. By doing so 
there will be a tendency for the boy of 
young age, who is disposed to look 
further into such matters, to investi- 
gate further with disastrous results. 
We meet sexual neurasthenia which is 
purely an imaginative condition; many 
come to us with trivial affections and 
even talk of suicide, and this may be 
the result of publicity being given to 
such matters. I do not think this sub- 
ject should be placed before the pub- 
lic. Try and enjoin on the young man 
this, that the way of the transgressor 
is hard. I think the young man can 
be reached better through the medical 


profession than. through the public 
press or other means of publicity. 
{ think it would be wise to distribute 
Dr. Valentine’s article by the thous- 
ands to various physicians in the 
American Medical Association. 

Dr. E. L. Stephens, Des Moines— 
Before the boy reaches the age of pu- 
berty I think he should be taught the 
sacredness and naturalness of the sex- 
ual instinct, and this can be done in a 
quiet way. There has been published 
a book, “Almost Fourteen,” by Morti- 
mer Warren, which I think is most 
suitable to place in the hands of young 
men, and the only one that I have been 
able to find after nearly forty years’ 
search. That is, I believe the only 
one that can be safely placed in the 
hands of young men as being scientif- 
ic and pure. Since fhe American Med- 
ical Association has been reorganized 
we now have a means whereby we can 
legitimately place such information be- 
fore the public; previously it couid 
only be done by quacks. Now each 
councilor in each district has the priv- 
ilege of using the public press for dis- 
seminating proper information. Why 
not. take this opportunity for exercis- 
ing this point? I would not think it 
proper, nor would I advocate placing 
posters in water. closets, etc., but we 
can present through the public press 
the right ideas and the right informa- 
tion which would offset the wrong im- 
pressions given the laity by chariatans 
and quacks. 

Dr. Walter Shropshire, Yoakum, 
Texas—I think that if anything is to 
be accomplished toward protecting the 
young of this country should be done 
at a time when it would be effective. 
When the boy reaches college it then is 
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too late. If we should wait until some 
definite period we should select that 
period when such instruction would 
be most efficient and that is concom- 
itant with the development of the sex- 
ual function in the boy. When he first 
learns of this function he should be 
taught the dangers of the misuse. I 
really believe that physicians should 
teach physiology in the public schools 
and, at the same time, they should 
teach regarding the sexual function 
and the dangers which its abuse en- 
tail. 


Dr. Ferd. C. Valentine, New York— 
Naturally it was impossible in the 
brief synopsis which I presented to 
cover the entire ground; that has been 
largely done by the gentlemen who so 
kindly discussed my effort. 


With regard to Dr. Waish’s remarks, 
I may say that the universities in Ger- 
many,beginning in Berlin with Lassar, 
have given instructions to students re- 
garding the danger,etc.,of venereal dis- 
eases. Lectures are delivered to stu- 
dents of all the departments of the uni- 
versity. The brilliant success of Las- 
sar was so encouraging that it caused 
an increase in the number of such lec- 
tures, with exceedingly good results. 
But you may ask how many of these 
young men who came there to be edu- 
cated and were instructed in venereal 
diseases had not unfortunately educated 
themselves. In Berlin the war is di- 
rected against the repetition of con- 
tracting such diseases, as well as in- 
structing regarding their nature and 
results. I agree with Dr. Walsh, that 
some method should be introduced in 
this country to teach the young men 
the evils of venereal diseases. I wish 


to emphasize his remark and say that 
university. students who attend these 
lectures derive much benefit at the 
time when tiey certainly are qualified 
to receive such instruction. 

What Dr. Robbins says regarding 
the time for receiving such instruction 
is undoubtedly correct, but he says it 
is not so much knowledge but impres- 
sion which is of value, and that they 
should be taught at an impressionable 
age. But what is that age? That 
varies with the individual. There are 
some boys who are impressionable at 
the age of 12. I am now treating one 
not quite 14 years old, who has a gon- 
orrheal prostatitis. This boy is the 
only son in a good family, and has been 
correctly raised. ‘With six others he 
was solicited by a girl of 14; all six 
contracted gonorrhea. Had he been 
instructed at the period when he was 
of the impressionable age his misfor- 
tune might have been averted. 





PRACTICAL EXPERIMENTS IN THE 
TREATMENT OF ANEMIC 
CONDITIONS: 


BY FRITZ EULER-ROLLE, M. D., OF VI- 

ENNA. 

In the following I desire to describe 
in some detail the action of an iron 
preparation which, owing to its great 
advantages, «deserves 3 permanent 
place in our materia medica. The 
preparation referred to is Pepto-Man- 
gan (Gude), which unites in a fortun- 
ate manner those qualities which we 
have a right to demand of a ferrugin- 
ous remedy. In the first place it con- 
tains besides iron a second constituent 
of importance in the formation of 
blood, namely, managanese ; and, sec- 
ondly, both of these are present in 
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a neutral solution, which is the more 
to be valued since because of this fact 
it disturbs neither the gastric nor the 
intestinal functions. For this reason 
we are enabled to submit every case of 
chlorosis at once to ferruginous treat- 
ment, irrespective of the condition of 
the gastro-intestinal tract. Other au- 
thors have called attention to this ad- 
vantage. Heitzmann emphasizes par- 
ticularly how well the preparation is 
tolerated, and that, unlike other chaly- 
beates, it does not have an injurious 
influence upon the digestive organs, 
but even increases the appetite. 


Ripperger considers ‘the preparation 
as a very useful and easily assimilated 
remedy, free from any disturbing ef- 
fect upon the digestive tract. 

In my own experiments with Pepto- 
Mangan (Gude) I have exceeded the 
limits of its indications hitherto 


‘Maintained, inasmuch as I became 


convinced that this preparation should 
not be confined especially to cases of 
chlorosis and anemia, but would effect 
improvement in other diseases attend- 
ed with weakness and exhaustion, or at 
least maintain the nutrition of the pa- 
tient, since the peptone which it con- 
tains acts as a nutrient and deserves 
consideration. On this point of view 
I based the first series of experiments, 
consisting of 11 cases; in which the 
general result was very satisfactory. 
These comprise 1 case of tabes with 
gastric crises, 1 case of obstinate vom- 
iting in pregnancy, 1 case of esopha- 
geal cancer with severe stenosis, 4 cases 
of diabetes mellitus of slight degree, 
3 cases of uric acid diathesis 
with arthritis, and, finally, 1 case 
of leukemia. The second series of 
observations related especially to 


eases of chlorosis and secondary an- 
emia, the latter comprising 14 cases, 
so that altogether 25 experiments were 
made. 

In the following I have made a se- 
lection from this number, and almost 
every case illustrates the remarkable 
value of the preparation. 

J. P., aged 33 years, butcher’s assis- 
tant, consulted me June 2, complain- 
ing of constant vomiting and very vio- 
lent colicky pains which occurred soon 
after taking food of any kind. The 
vomited matter contained almost al- 
ways the entire food ingested and on 
one occasion a modern quantity of 
black coagulated blood. Pressure up- 
on the stomach was quite painful. The 
diagnosis of ulcer of the stomach, to 
which the symptoms pointed, was dis- 
carded after a more thorough examin- 
ation revealed symptoms characteris- 
tic of a tabes dorsalis. The patient 
within a short time had become mark- 
edly emaciated, having lost eight kilos 
in weight. He had acquired syphilis 
12 years previously during his military 
service. The attacks affecting the 
stomach therefore proved to be gastric 
crises. After they had diminished in 
frequency and intensity under the use 
of hot poultices and strict diet, Pepto- 
Mangan (Gude) was prescribed at the 
beginning of July. At first three 
tablespoonfuls were given daily, added 
to milk, and later, when it was found 
that the preparation was well tolerated, 
it was increased to six tablespoonfuls. 
After the sensitiveness of the stomach 
had gradually subsided the patient 
could be discharged from treatment in 
the middle of August, having regained 
his weight with the exception of a tri- 
fle, while the crises had completely 
ceased. 








In a case of uncontrollable vomiting 
in an anemic woman, «4 years old, 
during her first pregnancy,Pepto-Man- 
gan was administered in the quantity 
of three tablespoonfuls daily, to which 
were added small amounts of cold 
milk. Hot applications with the ther- 
mophor were also employed. After 
less than four weeks the patient was 
discharged from treatment, improved, 
without any loss of weight. 

Another observation relates to a 
ease of inoperable cancer of the esoph- 
agus. The patient, 62 years old, 
had suffered since about one and one- 
half years from the neoplasm, but up 
to six weeks ago had been able to take, 
without any trouble soft foods. Since 
that time, however, he had been able 
to swallow only small amounts of fluid. 
One morning, as usual, he had intro- 
duced a stomach tube himself, but 
during its withdrawal experienced vio- 
lent pain. Since then he had con- 
stantly expectorated blood. Under the 
use of morphine injections and the ap- 
plication of the ice-bag to the thorax, 
rest upon the back, and complete ab- 
stinence from any food, his condition 
improved, and on the following day a 
nutritive enema, consisting of milk, 
eggs, and red wine, with the addition 
of four teaspoonfuls of Pepto-Man- 
gan (Gude) and 20 drops of tincture 
«of opium, was administered. On the 
next day the same was done. After 
tthe hemorrhage had permanently 
‘ceased, nutrition by enema was sup- 
‘plemented by administration per os of 
‘milk and Pepto-Mangan in small 
‘amounts, which were well tolerated. 
‘In this way it was found possible to 
“keep up the nutrition for a consider- 
sable time in a comparatively satisfac- 
tory manner. 
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I am able also to report two cases of 
diseases of the metabolism, namely,one 
of diabetes mellitus of moderate de- 
gree and one of the uric acid diathes- 
is. The subject of the former was a 
man .46 years old, who since two and 
one-half years had constantly excreted 
a variable quantity of sugar in the 
urine. He stated that while the 
amount at first was only 0.7 per cent., 
it had increased and finally reached 
3.21 per cent. After being placed on 
exclusive animal diet there was always 
a gradual subsidence of the glycosuria, 
the sugar disappearing completely 
from the urine after about 14 days. In 
the course of time, however, he ac- 
quired an unconquerable repugnance 
toward any form of animal food, and 
the supply of albumen could only be 
augmented by the addition of nutri- 
tive preparations to milk, of which he 
took about a quart daily. Gude’s 
Pepto-Mangan _was 
regularly in quantities up to 6 table- 
spoonfuls daily, chiefly to relieve the 
marked anemia present, which it did 
excellently. Inasmuch as this prep- 
aration supplies not only iron and 
manganese but also peptones to the 
organism, the patient could be main- 
tained in a vigorous condition during 
six weeks. 

Another patient, 58 years old, who 
had suffered since four years with ar- 
thritis urica, had passed three months 
previously through an acute gouty at- 
tack, which yielded to iodide of potas- 
sium, the former attacks having been 
relieved by the salicylates. The diet, 
which had always been somewhat abun- 
dant, was thoroughly regulated, and 
for a long time the patient took meat 
only at his midday meais, with the 
proportionate addition of green vege- 
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tables and some fruit, while his break- 
fast consisted of coffee with milk or 
thin cocoa, with two tablespoonfuls of 
Pepto-Mangan, and a roll,and his sup- 
per of butter, eggs, etc., and two table- 
spoonfuls of Pepto-Mangan. No re- 
currence of the acute gouty attack has 
taken place after a lapse of five 
months, and subjectively also the pa- 
tient feels well under this regimen. 
Another observation relates to a pea- 
sant girl, 24 years old, with leukemia. 
Examination of the blood showed that 
the number of erythrocytes had fallen 
to 1,600,000 to the cubic millimetre, 
while the number of leucocytes 
amounted to almost 90,000; poikilocy- 
tosis was also present. Among the 
leucocytes there were found about 6 
per cent. of eosinophile cells and num- 
erous lymphocytes. The percentage 
of hemoglobin according to Fleisch!’s 
method was about 20 per cent. The 
spleen was much enlarged, its lower 
margin being palpable three fingers’ 
width below the rave]. Besides the 
medicinal treatment with quinine and 
arsenic, Pepto-Mangan (Gude), at 
first three tablespoonfuls, later six 
tablespoonfuls, was added to the milk. 
The patient also received a mixed diet. 
At the end of two months she had 
gained 2 1-4 kilos in weight. If we 
consider that in severe leukemias the 
excretion of nitrogen is always in- 
creased, and that this patient before 
the administration of the iron prep- 
aration, in spite of an abundance of 
nourishment, constantly lost in weight, 
as shown by observations made every 
five days, we are forced to the conclu- 
sion that the improvement in her nu- 
trition must be ascribed in great part 
to the abundant ingestion of easily ab- 





235 


sorbable albumen and the hematogenic 
power of the preparation administered. 

Although from the cases cited above 
we are able to form a decision as to 
the action of this remedy, it may be 
further added that it fulfils its pur- 
pose in the majority of instances; for, 
aside from a marked case of phthisis 
with intestinal ulcers and amyloid 
changes in the internal organ, in which 
the profuse diarrhea was increased by 
the administration of the iron prep- 
aration, which therefore had to soon be 
discontinued, and aside from a case of 
severe diabetes, a considerable improve- 
ment in the general health of the pa- 
tient could always be demonstrated 
clinically by determinations of the 
bodily weight, by the condition of the 
gastro-intestinal tract, and by micro- 
scopical examinations of the blood. 
The increase of the diarrhea in the 
above cases is attributable, in my 
opinion, perhaps to the too large quan- 
tity of the Pepto-Mangan adminis- 
tered. It is well known that all pep- 
tones and albumoses stimulate more or 
less the mucous membrane of the in- 
testine, and therefore may give rise to 
frequent fluid evacuations. This is 
best avoided by keeping the daily and 
single doses within certain limits and 
not increasing them too rapidly. On 
the other, hand, this property of the 
preparation can be utilized therapeu- 
tically, especially in cases attended 
with habitual and chronic constipation, 
particularly in chlorotic girls,in which 
the iron administered enhances the ex- 
isting sluggishness of the bowels, as 
well as in neurasthenia and similar 
conditions. 

Inasmuch as in Pepto-Mangan the 
nucleins are completely absent, it acts 
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as a valuable auxiliary in the treat- 
ment of the uric acid- diathesis, since; 
according to Kossel, all nucleins have 
the effect of: increasing the formation 
of uric acid. Moreover, it is entirely 
free from extractive ‘matters. “While 
the latter ordinarily constitute a very 
agreeable addition to the diet, and their 
increased ingestion is desirable in 
some cases, on the other hand their ef- 
fect is the more injurious in various 
diseases, especially those of the kid- 
neys. 

Up to 1870 it was the custom in all 
acute maladies, and especially those at- 
tended with a typical rise of the bodily 
temperature, to advise against the in- 
gestion of albumen, because to it was 
attributed the increase of the fever. 
This idea had its origin im the exper- 
ience that in various acute infectious 
diseases, as in typhoid, peritonitis, and 
acute exanthemata, and even during 
the period of convalescence, the admin- 
istration of albuminous food, of course 
in the unsuitable form customary at 
that time, was followed by a sudden 
exacerbation of the temperature. This, 
according to our present knowledge, 
was certainly not due to the albumin- 
ous elements of the diet, but only to 
their form and character, which were 
pot well adapted to the conditions of 
the digestive organs in these -maladies. 
On the other hand, Pepto-Mangan 
(Gude) can be resorted to safely in all 
these cases without any fear of induc- 
ing complications in the course of the 
disease. In my opinion, it has, in 
fact, certain advantages over the cus- 
tomary alimentation with milk, since 
the latter, owing to coagulation in the 
stomach, assumes a firmer consistence, 


while the Pepto-Mangan is undoubt-| 


edly absorbed to a great extent in the 
stomach. 

' At any rate, the preparation, owing 
to its abundance of peptone, has cal- 
orically a a great nutritive value,since, 
according to the investigations of var- 
ious authors (Zuntz, Ewald, Pollitz- 
er, Adamkiewicz), the albumoses and 
peptones are capable of replacing al- 
bumen completely, and when given ia 
appropriate doses are able to restrict, 
or even to arrest, the loss of fats, just 
Tins 1s the 
more readily intelligible since the 
greater part of albuminous foods is 


like any other albumen. 


absorbed in the form of albumoses and 
peptones and reconverted into ablu- 
men by the intestinal mucous mem- 
brane and within the tissues. 

If up to now I have described only 
cases which are intended to illustrate 
the utility of the preparation even in 
desperate conditions, I have done so in 
order to point out that in cases appar- 
ently beyond medical aid, and in others 
in which we despair of success, we 
should not stand by inactive. Thus, 
for example, in the above case of dia- 
betes it was a matter of great impor- 
tance that we were able by means of 
‘Pepto-Mangan to raise his nutrition, 
which, in consequence of his repug- 
nance toward a meat diet, had become 
greatly reduced and was accompanied 
by pronounced anemia, to such a level 
that for a comparatively long period 
of time the patient was able to get 


along without any large consumption 


of meats. 

What further incited me to report 
these cases was that the experiments 
so far made with Pepto-Miangan have 


been restricetd, for the most part. to. 


the field of iron preparations, of which 
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an article by Dr. Roen affords us a very 
comprehensive review. This author 
remarks very justly- that most of the 
ferruginous preparations hitherto 
manufactured consist of albuminous 
material held in solution by an exces- 
sive amount of caustic soda, thus neu- 
tralizing the gastric juice, while, on the 
other hand, through their decomposi- 
tion the irritating chloride of iron is 
produced; or they represent peptone 
combinations containing an - excessive 
amount of mineral acids, and there- 
fore are precipitated by the alkaline 
intestinal secretion and rendered less 
assimilable. 


Pepto-Mangan does not share in 
these disadvantages, and moreover, 
owing to the presence of manganese, 
that excellent carrier of oxygen, is of 
the greatest value, especially in chlor- 
osis, anemia, and allied conditions. — 

I take the liberty of reporting only 
two more cases from the remaining 14, 
both relating to chlorosis characterized 
by severe symptoms, and illustrating 
very graphically the yermnps action a 
this chalybeate. 

. The first case was that of a girl, 18 
years old, who presented a well devel- 
oped type of marked chlorosis. There 
was marked anemia of the general in- 
tegument; the mucous membranes 
were very pale, and she suffered since 
the last fourteen days with persistent 
headacre and buzzing in the ne id. This 
was accompanied by palpitation and a 
feeling of weakness, as well as. pro- 
nounced edema of the lowe: extremi- 
ties up to the. middle of the leg. Her 
Menstruation was very irregular and 
profuse. Examination of the blood 
showed a much reduced color index, 20 
according to Fleischl’s method. The 





number of red blood cells was reduced 
to 3,100,000, the white not being ma- 
terially increased. Although the pa- 
tient had taken the greatest variety of 
iron preparations, they were not well 
tolerated. I therefore decided > ad- 
minister Pepto-Mangan (Gude), en- 
joining at the same time rest in bed, 
which seemed indicated, if for no other 
reason than that’ of the condition of 
the heart and the attacks of weak-ne:. 
The patient received at first two. table- 
spoonfuls ‘and after a few days three 
tablespoonfuls of the Pepto-Mengan, 
and this amount in the third week was 
increased to five tabespoonfuls daily. 
The effect was truly surprising ;. with- 
out the least disturbance of the gastro- 
intestinal tract, considerable improve- 
ment of her entire condition had oc- 
curred at the end of four weeks, so 
that. she was able to be up and about. 
She had a good appetite and menstrua- 
tion was regular for the first time in 
months, while the cardiac palpitation, 
headache, and buzzing in the head, as 
well as the edema, hadvanished.  Ex- 
amination of the blood showed 3,980,- 
000 red blood corpuscles and a hemo- 
globin percentage of 50 (Fieischl). 
After another four weeks the patient 
was completely restored’to health, with 
a hemoglobin ‘percentage of 70 ‘and 
an increase in the number of red blood 
cells to 4,200,000,-.....-.--- - 

_-The- second case of chlorosis related 
to a girl, 21 years old; who since the 
beginning .of the .disease had com- 
plained of marked ‘disturbance of .the 
digestive organs. She frequently vom- 
ited and suffered with‘ gastric pains 
and ‘an increasing feeling of aversion 
toward all food. In this case also an 
examination showed the presence of 
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severe chlorosis, complicated with an- 
emia and emaciation due to the much- 
reduced ingestion of food. This case 
was the more welcome to me because 
it afforded a crucial test as to whether 
Pepto-Mangan can really be taken 
without any disturbance of the gastro- 
intestinal tract. I administered at 
first very cautiously, only three tea- 
spoonfuls of the preparation, and, as 
this was completely retained and 
seemed to cause no disturbances of any 
kind, I increased the quantity on the 
third day to two tablespoonfuls, and 
during the following days to four ta- 
plespoonfuls, which dose was not ex- 
ceeded. The preparation, therefore, 
-ompletely fulfilled m:; exrectations 
In the course of three weeks the gastric 
and intestinal trovbles liad ¢!:appeared, 
the patient regained her appetite ar 
was able to take an alsinca~ ce of food, 
so that her weight had soon reached its 
normal level, while simnJtaneou-iv 
with the disappearance of the chlor- 
otic condition a considerable improve- 
ment in the state of the blood ensued. 

Tn conclusion I would only add that 
during the administration of the pep- 
to-mangan no unpleasant bv-effects 
have been observed and that the pren- 
aration has always been willingly 
taken. 





“Are vou sure it is really and truly 
love?” she asked. 

“Positive,” answered the practical 
young man who had just proposed. 

“T tested it.” 

“Tested it?” 

“Yes. I doctored myself for indi- 
gestion for two weeks before definite- 
ly deciding just what the symptoms 
meant.”—Chicago Post. 


IMPAIRED DIGESTION OF _IN- 
FANTS, PARTICULARLY BOT- 
TLE-FED BABIES. 


BY F. H. MUNROE, M. D., NEWARK, 
N. J. 

The first few months of the baby’s 
existence are fraught with much an- 
xiety to both mother and physician. 

The stomach, just beginning the 
functions for which it was created, is 
somewhat loth to accept the changed 
conditions; it frequently rebels at 
having to perform the act of digestion 
as it should, and rejects the food com- 
mitted to its care. 

Sometimes the cause of this rejec- 
tion may be overfeeding, but much 
more frequently it is due to hyperac- 
idity caused by fermentative changes 
in the food itself. 

Particularly is this true of bottle-fed 
babies and in the trials of food neces- 
sary to discover the one that best 
agrees with the baby, much time is lost 
and much worry is caused. 

The very nature of artificially pre 
pared foods predisposes to their rapid 
fermentation, and the progress of di- 
gestion is begun before the food leaves 
the laboratory. 

Added to this condition is that of 
slight uncleanliness, which frequently 
exists in spite of the persistent 
use of boiling water in the bottle, tube 
and nipple. Even a strong solution of 
borax or.bi-carbonate of soda is not 
sufficient to thoroughly remove the 
particles of food and prevent the ex 
cessive fermentation and its sequela, 
namely, colic, vomiting and diarrhea. 

The only rational method of treat- 
ing this dreaded condition is to assist 
nature in her efforts to establish a nor- 
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mal process of digestion, and overcome 
the too active fermentation tak.ng 
place in the stomach and intestines. 
Investigation has shown that these ab- 
normal conditions may be readily over- 
come and normal conditions restored by 
the internal administration of Glyco- 
Thymoline in small doses, and its fur- 
ther use in cleansing the tube, bottle 
and nipple. 

Ten drops of Glyco-Thymoline 
added to each two ounces of feeding 
will usually be sufficient to correct hy- 
per-acidity and prevent diarrhea, but 
larger dosage is necessary in 
cases where diarrhoea has already set 
in. 

That Glyco-Thymoline does ali that 
is claimed for it in this class of 
cases was conclusively proven to me 
last summer by the results I obtained 
in three cases of fermentative indiges- 
tion, which for some time gave me 
considerable trouble. 

Case I. An infant, fourteen months 
old; fed on a modified cow’s milk, suf- 
fered from vomiting after feeding,eruc- 
tations of gas andj colic ~which per- 
sisted until relieved by the passing of 
wind; vomited matter very sour smell- 
ing. The diarrhoeal movements were 
attended by pain, and contained muc- 
us of a greenish color—all the symp- 
toms pointed toward an intestinal fer- 
mentative indigestion. 

I had used several remedies in this 
case, with indifferent results, when my 
mind recalled the peculiar action of 
Glyco-Thymoline on engorged and in- 
flamed mucous membranes, and I im- 
mediately prescribed it, ordering ten 
drops to be put into each two ounces of 
food, the bottle and nipple to be 


washed with a twenty-five per cent. so- 
lution, and the mippies, wnen not in 
use, to be kept soaked in Glyco-Thym- 
oline of full strength. 

The effect was immediate. Within 
twelve hours there was a decided im- 
provement, and within twenty-four 
hours all the serious symptoms had en- 
tirely disappeared and a normal con- 
dition was restored. 

Case II. Child almost two years old- 
Fed on milk, cereals and carefully se- 
lected diet. 

The symptoms much the same as in 
the above described case, but the diar- 
thea was more severe and tenesmus 
and pain more marked, with bloody 
stools, apparently a severe dysentery. 
Microscopical examination of the stools 
showed the presence of a fungus of the 
yeast plant variety. 

The colon was flushed twice daily 
with Glyco-Thymoline solution, two 
tablespoonfuls to a pint of water, by 
high rectal tube, and a teaspoonful of 
Glyco-Thymoline by mouth every four 


‘to six hours. This was followed by 


marked improvement in every way. 

T have given Glyco-Thvymoline in- 
ternally and by rectum in other cases, 
but the above are good samnles of 
what Kress & Owen’s preparation will 
do. It has become one of mv “sheet 
anchors” in the treatment of intestin- 
al disorders, both in babies and in old- 
er people. 





WANTED — Live agents to sell Dr: 
White’s Electric Combs, patented Jan.. 
1,’99. Cure dandruff, hair falling out, 
sick and nervous headaches, yet cost no: 
more than an ordinary comb. Sells on- 
sight Agents are wild with success. Send! 
50c for sample (half price). Write quick:. 
The Dr. White Comb Co., Decatur,, Il: 
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TETANUS AND THE TOY PISTOL. 

In the last June number of the 
Lancet-Clinic we predicted the out- 
break of tetanus sure to follow the cel- 
ebration of the Fourth. It is an easy 
matter to predict such outbreaks, as 
they occur every year with due regu- 
larity,and the national death-rate from 
tetanus has been increased annually for 
the past five years. ‘Perhaps this in- 
crease is due, especially in New York 
City, to the fact that the antitetanic 
serum is used in every hospital case as 
soon as a patient presents himself. In 
all the New York cases recorded. we 
fail to find a single cure from the ser- 
um. 

Why should toy pistol wounds be so 
often accompanied -by tetanus? Af- 
ter all, is there not something used in 
the explosive that generates the mal- 
ady rather than an alleged germ? Per- 
haps this germ is patriotic and grows 














more vigorous in its action about the 
nation’s birthday. The savants of the 
laboratory should elucidate. There 
are few general practitioners, we im- 
agine, who have not had cases of toy 
pistol wounds without the after devel- 
opment of tetanus. We have had a 
number in past seasons who were 
wounded but never had any symptoms 
of trismus. This year we had no 
cases, but during the epidemic (?) 
period we did have two cases where 
rusty nails perforated bare feet and one 
case where an index finger was lacer- 
ated by a rusty hook. In all these 
cases, up to the present time, no symp- 
toms of tetanus have been manifest, 
but there might have been had we used 
antitetanic serum. Had we used the 
antitetanic serum there are those who 
would have claimed that the use of the 
serum alone prevented the attacks. 
The New York Hospital authorities 
use a serum and then find their pa- 
tients have tetanus afterward, and this 
is not astonishing. It is like the 
treatment of hydrophobia with the an- 
tirabic serum. People who use it and 
are pronounced cured often go home to 
die. 

But this is medical heterodoxy. 
Does the use of absorbent cotton on the 
wounds left by toy pistols produce te- 
tanus? The microbians should ex- 
amine the cotton. Be all this as it 


may, it is evident to any candid ob- - 


server that there is more than an al- 
leged germ in this tetanus business. It 
is not reasonable to suppose that while 
accidents of numerous kinds that 
might cause tetanus abound and are 
rarely followed by the disease, toy pis- 
tol wounds are all too.often fatal; 
whether from the use of serum or some 
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mineral poison contained in the ex- 
plosive caps is a cause for conjecture. 
We believe a law should be passed 
prohibiting any hospital physician us- 
ing a so-called preventive serum, with- 
out the consent of the patient or the 
patient’s guardians. Experimental 
official medicine has no place in any 
public charity hospital. Sooner or la- 
ter the masses of people will discover 
the liberties taken with human life in 
an attempt to bolster up a false thera- 
peutic system such as sero-therapy. 
Even the long-vaunted specific, Beh- 
ring’s antitoxin, has been kicked about 
somewhat roughly of late. A St. Lou- 
is contemporary not in terror of fad- 
dists remarks in the July number: 
“All bubbles must burst. Antitox- 
in is no exception. It has been worked 
for all it is worth. It has enriched 
Behring, its inventor, and others. It 
has been ably promoted by manufac- 
turers, health boards, men who earn 
their living in bacteriological labora- 
tories and certain doctors in whom cre- 
dulity and prejudice exist side by side 
to such an extent that any difference 
of opinion becomes a personal insult. 
Nevertheless, truth must and will pre- 
vail. Facts are stubborn things sure 
enough. It has become clear that 
there is absolutely nothing of value in 
diphtheria antitoxin except the anti- 
septic. People are not going to be in 
a hurry to admit they were wrong; 
there will be no celebration over the 
death of antitoxin, but its own weight 
is dragging it down to oblivion.” 
_ But to return to tetanus. We will 
again make the prediction that after 
the Fourth-of July, 1904, another out- 
break of tetanus will be observed all 
over. the land if. the -manufacture-: of 





the toy pistol is not broken up by leg- 
islative measures. An act of the leg- 
islature stringently enforced will do 
away with the bugaboo germ in a 
large number of cases. But we have 
little faith that any law against toy 
pistols will ever be enforced. The 
country is too patriotic to tolerate any 
attempt to cut off the Fourth of July 
noises. 

It would be curious to know the ex- 
act number of persons who are now 
living in the United States who have 
lost eyes, legs and arms in their cele- 
bration of our national birthday. In 
ancient days the true Americans met 
in a social way; the Declaration of In- 
dependence was read, speeches, music, 
refreshments and dancing, with an oc- 
casional artillery salute by a trained 
company of men; but later on the 
youth of the country seized things, in- 
vented Chinese crackers, bombs, and 
the devil only knows what, made 
Fourth of July bonfires out of thous- 
ands of dollars worth of property to 
show how burning one’s patriotism 


‘may become. Now tetanus is added 


as an additional charm to the festal 
day perhaps.—Cincinnati Lancet-Clin- 
ic. 





RADIUM RAYS FOR CANCER. 





At a recent meeting of the Medical 
Section of the Royal Imperial Aca- 
demy of Science in Vienna, a paper 
was read giving the details of cure of 
a case of cancer of the hard palate and 
pharynx by means of radium rays. 
The patient, who was treated at the 
University clinic of the late Professor 
Gussenbauer, was a man sixty-one 
years of age. He had long suffered 
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from cancer of the palate and lip, and 
had repeatedly been operated upon,but 
without success, the disease zeturning, 
and each time demanding a more ex- 
tensive operation for its remeval. Fin- 
ally, in the autumn of 1902, the sur- 
geons of tly Allgemeines Kranken- 
haus declared it was absolutely useless 
to operate again. One physician de- 
termined as a last resort to try radium 
rays, and treated the afflicted parts by 
exposing them to the light of radium 
bromide, the strongest radium prep- 
aration in existence. He was rewarded 
by a gradual and coniplete disappear- 
ance of the growth, which has not re- 
turned, now some eight months after 
the beginning of treatment. At the 
same meeting a case of melanosarcoma 
cured by radium rays was reported. 








Miscellaneous. 


ON EMPYROFORM, A DRY AND 
ALMOST ODORLESS TAR 
PREPARATION. 











BY DR. BRUNO SKYLAREK. 


(From Professor Neisser’s Dermatolo- 
gical Clinic of Breslau University.) 

Practitioners are well aware of the 
fact that tar, besides its efficacy in 
psoriasis, the various forms of lichen 
and the pruriginous dermatoses in gen- 
eral, is the most valuable remedy that 
we possess for the treatment of eczema. 
Yet its proper employment is often a 
matter of difficulty, for the drug is 
hard to handle and may do harm as 
well as good. 

Its power of reducing hyperemia 
and inflammation, lessening itching, 
and promoting normal keratinization, 





Abstrac‘ed from Therapie der Gegenwart, July 1903. 
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render its use in the later and more 
chronic stages of an eczematous derma- 
titis essential; yet our laboriously at- 
tained results are but too often nulli- 
fied by its too early or too concentrated 
employment. The most experienced 
of us have had a disappearing eczema 
revived into new life by such an error. 

Subsidiary but also important diffi- 
culties in the employment of tar are its 
black color and an odor which is very 
objectionable to many persons. 

These considerations have for years. 
led to persistent attempts to find a 
drug to take its place. My own ef- 
forts have been directed towards the 
employment of a condensation product 
of tar and formaldehyde, prepared by 
the Schering Chemical Factory of Ber- 
lin, and put upon the market under the 
name of Empyroform. In 1899 and 
1900 Professor Nicolaier used it in a 
number of eczema cases at the Royai 
Medical University Clinic at Gottin- 
gen, with very favorable results. 

In Professor Neisser’s ciinic we have 
used the new preparation in over one 
hundred cases of skin disease of the 
most varied kinds. Most of these I 
treated personally; and with few ex- 
ceptions I had abundant opportunity 
to observe them. My efforts were di- 
rected to ascertain the relationship of 
Empyroform to tar in its therapeutic 
action, and to finding out whether it 
had similar properties to the older 
preparation or advantages over it. 

Empyroform is a dry, non-hygros- 
copic, brownish powder, with a peculiar 
weak odor in no way resembling that 
of tar. It readily gives off formalde- 
hyde when heated. It.is insoluble in 
water, but dissolves in aceton and fhe 
caustic alkalies, and still more readily 
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in chloroform. Its color and weak odor 
give it some prima facie advantages 
over tar. An Empyroform-zine paste 
is grey, whilst a tar-zine paste of equal 
strength is black. The absence of 
marked odor rendered the preparation 
especially acceptable to all the pa- 
tients. 


In powder form, either pure or 
mixed with zinc and amylum, Empy- 
roform was used almost exclusively in 
moist eczemas; and of course, like 
every other powder, only in conjunc- 
tion with a salve-muslin, to prevent in- 
jury to the skin when renewing the ap- 
plication. We found the dressing very 
useful in these cases; but a mixture of 
the Empyroform in a salve or a zinc 
paste was generally more convenient 
and efficacious. 


We used a 1, 5, 10 and 20 per cent. 
Empyroform-vaselin, a 10-20 per cent. 
Empyroform-lead-vaselin (Ung. vase- 
lin. plumbic. Kaposi), and a 5, 10 and 
20 per cent. Empyroform-zine paste; 
and also without the zinc as a 25 per 
cent. Empyroform paste (Empyro- 
form,amylum,ana 25 grams (6 drama), 
vaselin 50 grms (1 1-2 ounces.) With 
equal parts of vaselin it gives a 50 per 
cent. Empyroform paste, in which the 
odor of the drug is of course a little 
more marked, but by no means un- 
pleasant. 


In consequence of its desiccating 
properties Empyroform is very useful 
in suspension, and can be added in 
varying amounts to the base mixture 
usually employed for that purpose 
(zine. oxyd., tale. venet., glycerin., aq. 
dest., ana p. e.). It desiccates very 
rapidly, however, and should not be 
prescribed in too large amounts at one 
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time. 

ing: 

R. Empyroform....15.0 (1-2 ounce). 
Talc. venet, 

Glycerin. .ana 10.0 (2 1-2 drams). 
Aq. dest..0..... 20.0 (5 drams). 
or instead of the last 

Spirit. vini and Aq. dest., ana 10.0 

(2 1-2 drams). : 
M. Paint. 
fore applying. 

These suspensions have proved very 
valuable, the patients liking them bet- 
ter than the ointment. They are es- 
pecially appropriate for individuals 
with an idiosyncrasy for fats. As with 
all similar applications,they are useful 
only when there is not much exudation 
present, either in the early erythema- 
tous stages of eczma, or later when 
desiccation and scaling have already 
‘set in. 

The new remedy can be used in the 
form of tincture or varnish very ad- 
vantageously; its color is dark then, 
but it is almost odorless. I found that 
a simple solution in chloroform in the 
proportion of 1 to 3 was too brittle and 
did not adhere sufficiently well to the 
skin. I therefore used the following 
tincture, which has not this disadvan- 
tage: 

R. Empyroform. .5.0-10.0 (1 1-4 dram 
to 2 1-2 drams). ~ 

Chloroform, 

Tinct. Benz. ..ana ad. 50.0 (1 1-2 
ounces). 

M. Sig.—Paint. 

I have employed the varnish and 
the tincture in the first stage of ec- 
zema, and have gotten especially good 
results with them. Thus for example 
T have seen an acute vesicular eruption 
of the arms cut short with two appli- 


A good formula is the follow- 


To be well shaken be- 
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cations of the varnisa. The occlusion 
and compression may have had some- 
thing to do with it; but good results 
can be expected from its employment 
in these cases, as well as in other ves- 
icular eruptions, such as zoster, etc. 

In the squamous stage of the eczem- 
atous disease the chronic infiltration 
can be removed by painting the af- 
fected part with the Empyroform tinc- 
ture, followed by the application of the 
5 to 10 per cent. salicylic-soap plaster 
of Beiersdorf. 

In spite of our general reluctance to 
employ tar in the exudative stage of 
eczema, I have used the new tar prep- 
aration as a 5 to 10 per cent. Empyro- 
form-zine paste and as a 10 to 20 per 
cent. tincture in these cases, and have 
found it very useful indeed. This is 
contrary to our experience with the 
older tar preparations, as is laid down 
in all the authoritative text-books. 

lt must be remembered, however, 
that the employment of Empyroform 
is very grateful to the patient, and that 
almost all our cases praised the re- 
markable antipruriginous properties of 
the remedy. In cases where symmet- 
rical portions of the body were affected, 
as both arms, I usually treated one side 
with Empyroform and the other -with 
some other remedy of acknowledged 
power, as tumenol for instance. I 
have been albe to convince myself not 
only that repair took place at least as 
rapidly under the new as under the 
older method, but also that the itching 
was very much lesson the side that was 
treated with Empyroform. 


‘ A further factor that must not be 
forgotten is the desiccating property of 
the Empyroform. 
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Irritative symptoms were occasionally 
seen when we firstbeganto employ the 
remedy,the specimens sent us at that 
time from the factory being imperfectly 
powdered and containing large parti- 
cles. Now that the pulverization is 
perfect, they never occur, no matter 
what part of the body the drug is ap- 
plied to. Nor have I observed the pre- 
cautions customary with tar in its em- 
ployment. I have applied it at once 
to very extensive portions of the body 
without any preliminary experimen- 
tation to see how the patient would 
stand it. In acne and folliculitis Em” 
pyroform seems to be contraindicated ; 
and in one case of the kind I have seen 
a true tar acne develop under its use. 

I have never observed any symptoms 
of intoxication, fever, nausea, vomit- 
ing, diarrhoea with the evacuation of 
black fecal masses, abdominal pain or 
cramps, or discolored urine, from its 
employment. And this although I 
have used it in extensive and even in 
universal eczemas, and once even in a 
patient suffering from nephritis. 

Finally, one especial advantage of 
Empyroform remains to be noted. It 
can render individuals who cannot 
stand tar at all capable of using the 
drug. The ideal eczema treatment is 
the tar treatment. It is a very great 
advantage to have a remedy in Empy- 
roform to help us us even, in cases that 
are most recalcitrant and susceptible 
to the tar. I have used it repeatedly 
in cases of the kind and have only good 
results to report. Patients who can- 
not stand tar in any form, in whom its 
most cautious applicatioy caused irri- 
tation and new attacks of’the éczema- 
tous disease, have become so accus- 
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tomed to the drug through the Empy- 


roform treatment that they were fin- © 


ally not only able to use a weak tar-zine 
paste, but even stood the tar tincture 
without any trouble, and so were fin- 
ally led to a definite cure. 

I have also employed Empyroform in 
various other affections, such as psor- 
iasis, prurigo, trichophytosis, etc., but 
have had no especially good results. 

The advantages of the new drug are 
probably due to the combination of 
formaldehyde with the tar. To reca- 
pitulate them, the first are its great 
antipruritie and desiccating qualities. 
Then it causes neither local reaction 
nor systemic intoxication. Further, 
with its help patients can be gradually 
accustomed to the use of tar. It is al- 
most entirely odorless. The lesser in- 
tensity of its color is a property whose 
value must not be underestimated; it 
is a more cleanly dressing,and does not 
soil the body and bed linen as tar does: 
All these things give it the right of in- 
troduction into the field of dermato- 
therapy. 





In a paper on “The Cure of Anal 
Fissure Without Operation; Report of 


Hight Cases” (Medical News, May 30, 


1903), Dr. S. Lewis of Brooklyn, N. 
Y., says the following regarding the 
after-treatment of such cases: 

“In contradiction to one of the lead- 
ing authorities (Gant, Dis. of Rectum 
and Anus, p. 124), I am amazed to find 
the ‘severe pain and tenesmus’ follow- 
ing the use of suppositories absent in 
my cases. I abscribe this (1) to the 
special action of the permanganate 
and (2) the satisfactory shape and 
consistency of the suppository em- 
ployed; and care in its use. I have 





discarded a former favorite (a combi- 
nation of Peru balsam and iodoform) 
and employ a suppository sold under 
the name of anusol. This affords an 
absolute uniformity of shape and con- 
sistency and presents a more astringent 
and stimulating action on the fissure 
and on hemorrhoids, if present. Best 
of all, it pulpefies the stool, which is 
allowed to be passed daily, a much sim- 
pler method than that of Boas, who 
stops the movements for a week or 
more. In my worst cases I have in- 
serted the suppository myself or in- 
structed a competent nurse. It should 
be employed night and 
warmed till ‘slippery,’ then gently 
pressed against the anal orifice on the 
side opposite to fissure until the 
sphincter relaxes and the suppository 
slips in. In most cases it can be in- 
serted by the patient. I cannot feel 
that ointments,as recommended by Gant, 
or powders (Boas), could be relied on 
to reach the involved area if applied by 
patient. One suppository is ordered 
night and morning, the usual dietetic 
and medicinal treatment of constipa- 
tion prescribed, and patient told to re- 
port in two days. Severe cases are told 
to rest as much as possible, reclining. 
The worst are confined to bed. 

In every one of my cases the next 
stool has heen loose, mixed with. pro- 
ducts of the melted suppository and 
marked by two or three minutes of 
smarting in cases in which for days 
and weeks, even months, preceding the 
patients have after every stool rolled 
in agony lasting sometimes two hours. 
- Condition at next treatment: spasm 
and inflammation greatly lessened, ul- 
cer covered by clean granulating area. 
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Treatment as before, but cocain omit- 
ted, patient to report in four days or 
sooner if any pain exists. At third 
treatment suppositories may be reduced 
to one daily, at bed time.” 

REPERTOIRE OF THERAPEUTICS. 

Of all the agents advocated against 
tuberculosis creosote is the only one 
which has been clinically and experi- 
mentally tested with success. What 
was taught to us by empirical medi- 
cine is strangely justified by the exper- 
iments of d’Arloing who has demon- 
strated by sero-reaction that an or- 
ganism submitted to the creosote 
treatment was manufacturing a defen“ 
sive toxin, able to influence in vitro the 
vitality of the bacillus of Koch. 

But while it remains evident that 
creosote is the essential active prin- 
ciple against the bacillus of tubercu- 
losis, the form under which it should 
be administered has always been dis- 
cussed until now. Used in a crude state 
creosote provokes gastric troubles which 
are attributed to the free phenolic 
functions making it caustic. 

M. Ballard (Thesis, Montpellier, 
1894) has succeeded in preparing the 
Phosphite of Creosote which he has 
called Phosphotal by making the tricn- 
loride of phosphorous act on sodic 
creosote. Thus is obtained a thick 
liquid, reddish-yellow, possessing a 
feeble odor of croesote, which contains 
90 per cent. of creosote, which contains 
per cent. of phosphorous, in the form 
of phosphorous acid. 

The phosphorus is then absorbed in 
an assimilable state and rapidly regen- 
erates the nervous tissue, while it 
transforms in resorbable fat the pro- 





ducts of exudation of the pulmonary 
alveole. 

Phosphotal, or ether of creosote, is 
not caustic, the proof of this is that 
even in heavy doses it does not pro- 
duce gastro-intestinal disturbance» 
M. Ballard gave five grammes of Phos- 
photal daily during three years to one 
of his patients who never was incon- 
venienced by it; this innoxiousness of 
the phosphite of creosote has been con™ 
firmed by the experiments of Vedel. 

It will only be necessary to deter- 
mine how long it takes for the elimin- 
ation of Phosphotal, so as to ascertain 
its absorption. A patient (Thesis 
Fouzes Diacon) takes an enema of 300 
grammes of milk containing 1 gramme 
20 of Phosphotal, and although he re- 
tained it only one hour and a quarter, 
we find the creosote in the urine one 
hour and a half after the administra- 
tion of the enema. On the following 
day more than one half of the creosote 
given was found in the urine. 

No preparation of creosote possess- 
es such conclusive advantages. 

Phosphotal may be prescribed in two 
different ways; either in utilizing the 
Capsules Clin Au ‘Phosphotal at the 
dose of from 4 to 12 capsules a day, or 
in compounding an enema with a tea- 
spoonful of the Emulsion Clin Au 
Phosphotal dissolved in a_ half 
glass of tepid milk. 

The capsules Clin are gluten coated. 
this substance which is affected only in 
alkaline surrounding, goes through the 
stomach and is only transformed in the 
intestine by contact with the pancrea- 
tic juice. It rvsults from this that the 
medicine administered to tuberculous 
patients in this shape cannot deterior- 


ate their stomach which constitutes 


their only defense. 
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BETA-EUCAIN, A STUDY OF ITS 
HISTORY AND PRACTICAL USE, 
TOGETHER WITH PERSONAL 
EXPERIMENTS AND OB- 
SERVATIONS. 


BY DR. MARCINOWSKI, OF THE WOLTERS- 
DORFER SCHLEUSE SANATORIUM. ~ 
In an exhaustive treatise comprising 
70 pages, the author finds, after re- 
viewing the experimental and clinical 
reports on the subject and from his 
own experience, that, especially in min- 
or surgery, local anesthesia by means 
of Beta-Eucain is far preferable to 
that by cocain, or to. “freezing” with 
ethyl chloride. The last named meth- 
od, he believes, is used chiefly because 
_ of the dangers which accompany the 
use of cocain; but its disadvantages 
are so great that—now that we possess 
a drug which disposes in the happiest 
way of all the objections to the use of 
cocain—injection anesthesia should in- 
variably be employed. 


Dr. Marcinowski’s conclusions are: 


1. Beta-Eucain is absolutely won? 
irritant. When it is not, the solution 
is too strong or not correctly prepared. 
The solution should be approximately 
isotonic to the body fluids and of the 
temperature of the blood. Isotonicity 
is to be obtained by the addition of so- 
dium chloride in the proportion of 0.6 
per cent. for the stronger and 0.8 per 
cent. for the weaker solutions. 


The injection of a Beta-Eucain so- 
lution into non-inflamed tissues is 
painless. By keeping within the limit 
oi 5 per cent. concentrations, swellings 
and infiltrations of the injected area 
may be largely avoided. 
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2. Beta-Eucain is at least 3.75 times 
less poisonous than cocain or Alpha- 
Eucain. 

3. In contradistinction to cocain, 
Beta-Eucain has the following advan- 
tages: 

a. It occasions a very moderate vas- 
cular dilatation. 

b. It neither changes the dilatation 
of the pupil, nor influences the accom- 
modation of the eye or its reaction to 
the influence of light. 

ce. It hardly diminishes the tonus of 
the bulb. 

d. The cornea remains intact. 

The vasoparalytic after-effects of co- 
cain, and more especially the justly 
dreaded secondary hemorrhage that oc- 
curs after its employment, may be 
avoided by the use of Beta-Eucain. 

The hyperemia incidental to Beta- 
Eucain favors healing in ocular oper- 
ations, but its use is contraipdicated 1” 
iritic processes. On the mucous mem- 
branes this hyperemia does not inter- 
fere with the most delicate differential 
diagnosis (cystocopy and endoscopy). 

4. The anesthetic action of Beta- 


‘Eucain is about equal to that of cocain. 


The concentrations and dosage most 
advisable to employ are: 

In ophthalmology, 2 per cent., ap- 
plied by instillation ; in the urethra and 
bladder, 2 per cent., up to 2 ozs.; in 
the nose, throat and pharynx, 5 to 10 
per cent., by spray or brush; on muco- 
se and wounds, 5 to 10 per cent., as 
much as is required; in dentistry, 2 to 
5 per cent, 15 grains. For infiltra- 
tion anesthesia after Schleich, *1:1000 
to 1 per cent., as much as required ; af- 
ter Reclus, 2 per cent., as much as re- 
quired; after Braun, 1:1000, up to 
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4 1-2 grains. For regional analgesia, 
2 to 5 per cent., up to 4 1-2 grains; 
after Braun, 1 per cent., up to 2 1-4 
grains. 

5. The hydrochlorate of Beta-Eucain 
is soluble to the extent of 3 1-2 to 5 
parts in 100 parts cf water ; supersat- 
urated solutions can be made with the 
help of warmth. Solutions at blood 
temperature should invariably be em- 
ployed. 

The solutions keep indefinitely, and 
can be repeatedly sterilized by boiling 
without the slightest chemical change. 

Beta-Eucain has a moderate antibac- 
terial action. 

From all that has gone before it fol- 
lows that, with the exception of the 
few contraindications referred to, Be- 
ta-Eucain is absolutely superior to co- 
cain in every departinent of medicine, 
and is invariably to be preferred to it. 
It follows also that where Beta-Eucain 
could have been employed, the occur- 
rence of cocain poisoning must be re- 
garded as a blunder. 

The author appends an index to the 
literature on Eucain referred to in“his 
report, comprising over 200 communi- 
cations. 





Nose and Throat Work for the Gen- 
eral Practitioner, by G. L. Richards, 
M. D., Fellow American Laryngolo- 
gical, Rhinological and Otological So- 
ciety. Fellow American Otological 
Society. Associate Editor Annals of 
Otology, Laryngology and Rhinology; 
Otologist and Laryngologist Fall River 
Union Hospital, Fall River, Mass. 
Profusely illustrated, bound in cloth, 
about 375 pages, Price, $2.00. Inter- 
national Journal of Surgery Co., 100 
William St., N. Y. 
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PUERPERAL ECLAMPSIA; A PLEA 
FOR TREATMENT WITH VERA- 
TRUM VIRIDE. 


J.S. Hammond firmly believes, from 
his reading and from his observation, 
that when veratrum viride has been 
fairly tested, and by that he means 
given in doses to reduce the puise to 60 
or below, and holding it there, that its © 
record of cures surpasses that of any 
other treatment ever yet tried. It ac- 
complishes as marked and beneficial 
results as morphia and in an entirely 
different manner. Through its active 
principles, veratine and veratroidine, 
it lays hold of the excited circulation 
and controls it completely, both in the 
matter of frequency and tension. This 
goes far toward allaying that irrita- 
tion which excites convulsions. But 
this irritation is further controlled by 
the muscular reaction and prostration 
produced by the exhibition of vera- 
trum. As a depressant of the vaso- 
motor nerve-centers, and as a spinal 
depressant as well, veratrum has no 
equal, except perhaps in chloral. Its 
action as a spinal depressant can be- 
carried safely to a complete abolition 
of reflex activity. It will also cause- 
diaphoresis, and is an eliminative 
through this means, and also by cath-. 
arsis. Bleeding accomplishes nothing: 
that is not accomplished by veratrum, 
but what it does is at the expense of 
impoverishing the blood, and this, too,. 
in a malady already characterized by 
hydremia. As against the danger of 
all other methods of treatment and all 
other agents, veratrum has this great 
overwhelming advantage that it is ad- 
mittedly safe—Annals of Gynecology 
and Pediatry. 
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Ophthalmologu. 


Dr. Henry B. Hollen (Med. Rec.) 
holds that a failure to examine the 
eye in general disease is as unpardon- 
able as to fail to count the pulse, as 
ocular disturbances are often the first 
index to important lesions. 

Dr. Percy Fridenbeg, (N. Y. Med. 
Jour.) cites a case of corneal trauma 
that cured astigmatism pyecisely as 
cataract extraction changes the corneal 
curvature by scar contraction. 

Dr. W. H. Ring of New Haven, at 
the last meeting of the American Oph- 
thalmological Society, related a case 
of acute glaucoma following the instil- 
lation of euphthalmin for the purpose 
of dilating the pupil. ; 

Dr. Knapp said he had seen three 
cases of acute glaucoma develop from 
the same cause before the patients left 
his office, and all subsided promptly 
after the application of eserin. 

Dr. Pyle cited a case in which homa- 
tropin was used and glaucoma came on 
72 hours afterward, requiring poster- 
ior sclerotomy in addition to eserin 
and massage before relief was ob- 
tained. 

The number of blind people in 
France reaches 31,966, a proportion of 
8 to 10,000. This proportion is in 
excess of that in Denmark, Switzer- 
land, Austria and even Holland, where 
it is 4.146 in 10,000. 

The treatment of the insane on 
Ware’s island by means of the various 
colors is said to be followed by re- 
markable results. It is reported that 
a number of patients have been tured. 

Dr. H. D. Bruns, of New Orleans, 
at the last meeting of the American 
Ophthalmological Society, showea 
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that the negro is amost immune to 
glaucoma, and diseases of the lacry- 
mal apparatus are rare, as is purulent 
conjunctivitis. On the other hand 
chalazion, phlyctenular conjunctivitis 
and diseases of the cornea are very 
common. 

Dr. William L. Baum (Oph. Rec.) 
administered two capsules containing 
10 minims of oil of wintergreen every 
two hours for pain in the right knee 
joint for a gonorrheal patient. Two 
days after the patient had ringing in 
the ears, dizziness and yellow vision, 
and he was unable to read. He had 
taken 36 capsules in the 48 hours. 
Color perception and sight were nor- 
mal about the fifth day after the win- 
tergreen was discontinued. 

At a meeting of the Colorado Oph- 
thalmological Society, Dr. E. W. Ste- 
vens exhibited a case of penetrating 
wound at the nasal _sclero-corneal 
junction. The patient was an Italian 
and his eye was struck by a chip when 
he was chopping wood. The globe 
was collapsed from floss of aqueous and 


. vitreous. Dr. Stevens closed the wound 


with ten sutures, causing more loss of 
vitreous. He then injected by means 
of Anel’s syringe a normal salt solu- 
tion into the collapsed eye. The re- 
action was slight. The fundus and lens 
are clear, and vision is 1-40. 

Z J. A. T. 





The action of Celerina on the brain 
and nervous system is that of an ex- 
hilarant, relieving depressions, and les- 
sening irritable nerve conditions. In 
cases of organic and functional lesions 
of the heart, an increased steadiness of 
pulse beat, and diminution of pulse 
variation is apparent. 
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AN INTERESTING CLINICAL CASE. 





X, a white woman, 22 years of age, 
was taken into the hospital on account 
of syphilitic skin disease (roseola pa- 
pula); a blennorrhagic vaginitis of 
most violent description with strong 
congestion of the mucous membranes of 
the vagina. The latter was of violent 
hue, somewhat brittle, and yielded 
abundant secretion of a greenish yellow 
pus, which showed under bacteriolog- 
ical examination abundant colonies 
typical of gonococcus, diplococcus and 
other varieties of bacteria. The gon- 
ococci infection reached to the neck of 
the uterus whose tissues suffered from 
the same degeneration as the vagina. 
Above the mouth of the neck,—from 
which a greenish yellow and somewhat 
thick pus oozed—was a syphilitic ul- 
cer of the size of a dime, clean at the 
bottom, livid in color and rather deep. 

Upon careful examination, the pa- 
tient was found to be pregnant in the 
third month, and, from the start, was 
subjected to energetic treatment as a 
serious case. 

Under the treatment employed she 
improved rather well; but though the 
blennorrhagia was not cured, the syph" 
ilitic manifestations of the skin disap- 
peared, and the ulcer at the neck im- 
proved somewhat, until confinement 
which took place at the eighth month, 
five months after her admission. 

The confinement was normal. How- 
ever, the patient was attacked by a 
great flux and suffered a complete lac- 
eration of the right side of the neck; 
an incomplete laceration of the left 
side; an incomplete laceration of the 
rear wall of the vagina; and a two- 
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thirds laceration of the perineum. The 
placenta was removed at once; ample 
warm washes of a 1 per cent. solution 
of permanganate of potash were ap- 
plied and the uterus was stimulated by 
massage, but remained inert. All this 
was reported to me by the house phy- 
sician. I arrived at the hospital four 
hours later in company with the well- 
known gynecologist, Dr. Mendez Ca- 
pote, who, upon having examined the 
patient, decided to sew up the lacera- 
tions. He washed out the vagina and 
uterine cavity completely; adjusted 
with the scissors the edges of the lac- 
erated tissues; sewed up the wounds 
and touched the ulcer at the neck with 
the cauterizer; then he gave another 
wash and plugged with 
gauze. 

When the patient was on the operat- 
ing table, she had fever, 38.4 dgrees C. 
At 5 p. m. the fever was at 39 degrees ; 
then the vaginal plug was taken out 
and a great intra-uterine wash of a 
one-half per cent. solution of perman- 
ganate was applied very hot in a quan- 
tity of five liters. The fever was at 
40 degrees throughout the night, and 
washes were given every four hours. 

The following day, at 8 a. m., tem- 
perature 40 degrees, same local treat- 
ment. The fever lasted all day, falling 
to 39 degrees by the wash, but rose 
again to 40 degrees. 

The day thereafter, fever at 41 de- 
grees; same treatment with more vag- 
inal washes of bichloride of mercury, 
before the uterine washes; the fever 
keeps on at 41 degrees. 


On the next day at 8 a. m., (temper- 
ature 41.5 degrees), I took out the- 
stitches made on the day of confine- 


iodoform 
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ment, washed well both uterus and va- 
gina, dried the latter with carbolated 
cotton and conveyed into the uterine 
cavity eight grammes of pure Hydro- 
zone, taking care that this liquid 
should flow towards the vagina, into 
which I poured about 60 grammes of 
the same liquid and drained the uterus 
with simple gauze saturated in Hydro- 
zone, while the vagina was drained by 
the same means. 

From that time on the fever declined 
slowly, and at 6 p. m., it was apyretic. 
The fever did not return and the pa- 
tient’s cure proceeds without further 
difficulty. 

This case, which is interesting by 
itself, proves of great value in setting 
forth two points; viz.: 


1. That, although the intra-uterine 
injections of pure Hydrozone may be 
dangerous, it can be applied if care is 
taken to keep the neck dilated as much 
as possible. 

2. That in this case the superiority 
of Hydrozone over the other treatments 


of puerperal septicemia, in connection ° 


with gonococcia, is indisputable; and 
that this splendid result should en- 
courage repetition of its application. * 
—Dr. Matias Duque, Director of the 
San Antonio Hospital, Section of Hy- 
giene.—Abstract from the Revista 
Medica Cubana, April 15, 1903. 





*The son of the patient suffered from blenorr 
hagia inthe eyes, He was treated with 4% percent, 
solution of permanganate. and instillations of 
pure Hydrozone twice daily, alternating with cau. 


terizations of 40 per cent solution of ;nitrate of 
silver; and he kept his sight 





No doctor can afford to be indif- 
ferent in the filling of his prescrip- 
tion. 
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TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIA. 


Three years ago Cassoute and Cor- 
gier stated that, after continuous ad- 
ministration of fairly large doses of 
creosote carbonate (containing 91 per 
cent. of cresote, and made from it by 
the action of nascent carbon dioxide), 
in most cases a typical fall of temper- 
ature occurred during the first twenty- 
four hours of treatment, and, if the 
remedy was persisted in for a suffi- 
ciently long period of time, the apy- 
rexia became permanent. Relapses 
and sequels, so frequently seen under 
other methods, were entirely absent. 
So positive an assertion cannot escape 
attention. Creosote—better beechwood 
creosote—is not a new remedy, but its 
caustic action and its irritating effect 
on the kidneys when given in neces- 
gary amounts have prevented its use. 
So pronounced were these untoward 
results that the author abandoned its 
use in pulmonary tuberculosis several 
years earlier. The daily dose of ereo- 
sote carbonate was from two to four 
drachms, the dose interval being six 
hours. So soon as the temperature 
reaches the normal the amount is re- 
duced to one-half, and this is contin- 
ued so long as auscultatory signs per- 
sist. What are the results? Cas- 
soute and Corgier report favorably 
upon 18 cases ; Stokes, 7 ; Bridges, 8 ; 
Meitner, 13 ; Eberson, 4; Van Zandt, 
16; von Ruck 20 (complicating pul. 
monary tuberculosis) ; Weber, 9, and 
Thompson, 18 cases. From these ob- 
servations the statement of Van Zandt, 
that creosote carbonate cuts short or 
aborts a large percentage, mitigates 
all the rest, and in a small percentage 
of pneumonia there is no result, is 
warranted. 


The writer reports his observations 
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in thirty-three cases treated in this 
manner with no deaths. The disease 
terminated by lysis in 9; by crisis in 
24. Crisis occurred on the sixth day 
in 1, seventh in 2, eighth in 9, ninth 
in 6, tenth in 3, eleventh in 2, and on 
the twelfth day in 1 patient. In two 
patients above the age of seventy lisis 
occurred. Of three alcoholic subjects, 
in 2 lisis and in 1 crisis was noted. 
Two instances of double pneumonia 
both terminated in lysis; in one the 
infection of the two lobes was contem- 
poraneous, in the other by sequence. 
Aside from the remarkable reduction 
of mortality, the increased percentage 
of cases in which crisis is noted is sug- 
gestive as to the true significance of 
the phenomenon, and is an argument 
for the value of the remedy in nullify- 
ing bacterial activity and its results. 

He summarizes the treatment of 
pneumonia as follows : 1. Continuous, 
persistent and generous administra- 
tion of creosote carbonate. 2. Care- 
ful adjustment of mechanical condi- 
tions. 3. Thorough evacuation of 
toxins by all possible ways. 4. Tem- 
porary supplemental oxygen by inha- 
lation. 5. Liquid diet until physical 
signs disappear. 

He emphasizes the avoidance of an- 
tipyretics, opiates, ill-advised exter- 
nal applications, digitalis and other 
remedies which slowly increase car- 
diac action.—R. W. Wilcox (Ameri- 
can Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
September, 1902). 





A three per cent. solution of car- 
bolic acid containing five per cent. of 
colorless tincture of iodine, applied 
to any form of open cancer, retards its 
growth and destroys the offensive 
odor, and also, more or less, relieves 
the pain. 
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NEW RADIUM TO CURE CANCER. 


During the summer a Boston phy- 
sician, who is on the surgical staff of a 
Boston hospital, is to make, conclusive 
experiments with radium rays as a 
cure for cancer and ali forms of tuber- 
culosis of the skin. It may be applied 
to consumption, also, but at the present 
time that is purely a field of medical 
speculation. 

From the preliminary experiments 
which have been made, it has been 
found that the light from radium af- 
fects the skin more readily and more 
powerfully than the X-ray or the Fin- 
sen ultra-violet ray. It has more pen- 
etration, and further, its effect is more 
lasting. 

While a case of cancer has never 
yielded to treatment in a period less 
than from six months to a year, ra- 
dium brings about a change within a 
much shorter period. The Boston phy- 
sician who is experimenting with ra- 
duim is most enthusiastic, and believes 
that many diseases which the X-ray and 
the Finsen ray do not influence can be 
permanently cured by radium. 

One of the great advantages of ra- 
dium jis that it can be carried on the 
person. A saving characteristic of ra- 
dium is that when placed in contact 
with a body of different temperatures 
there is no equalization of tempera- 
ture, but the radium, instead of. losing 
its heat, has its temperature intensi- 
fied. In fact, if it were not for the ex- 
pense of radium, which sells for $4.50 
per gramme, it would be considered 
as a substitute for gas and electric 
lighting. 

Experiments up to thig time have - 
shown that radium rays will discolor 
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paper, give to glass an abiding violet 
tint, turn oxygen into ozone, convert 
yellow phosphorous into the red var- 
iety, and change mercury perchloride 
into calomel. It offers the most invit- 
ing opportunity for research of any 
metal in the world, but its greatest 
possibilities plainly lie in _ the 
field of medicine. 


In a very forceful and exceedingly 
interesting paper on this subject, pub- 
lished in the Cincinnati Lancet-Clinic, 
Dr. T. D. Fink, of Louisville, Ky., 
writes the following:—“f{ am convinc- 
ed that there is no other remedy so 
useful and attended with such satis- 
factory results in the treatment of 
melancholia with vasomotor distur- 
bances, anemic headache, emotional 
distress, and active delusions of ap- 
prehension and distrust as Antikam- 
nia Tablets, These tablets also in- 
crease the appetite and arterial ten- 
sion, promote digestion, and are par- 
ticularly serviceable in relieving the 
persistent headache which accompanies 
nervous asthenia. In neurastrenia, in 
mild hysteroid affections, in the var- 
ious neuralgias, particularly ovarian, 
and in the nervous tremor so often 
seen in confirmed drunkards, they are 
of peculiar service. Yarients wha 
suffer from irritable or weak heart, 
needing at times an. analgesic, can tuke 
them without untow:rd after-effects, 
kowing that the heart *s being forti- 
fied. In delirivm tremens, they re- 
lieve when there is great restlessness 
‘with insomnia and general lowering of 
the nerve power. The pain of loco- 
‘motor ataxia yields to treatment with 
Antikamnia Tablets in a remarkable 
‘degree, their analgisic power being of 
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® peculiar kind, in that they will re- 
leive painful affections due to patho- 
logical conditions of the peripheral 
nerves, as neuritis, etc., also lumbago, 
sciatica and myalgia. In chronic ca- 
tarrh of the stomach, with its often 
accompanying headaches, in cardiac 
dropsy and in ascites, they are of de- 
cided benefit.” 





SUMMER COMPLAINT. 


The mucous membrane of the gas- 
tro-enteric tract rids itself of the in- 
citing material of Summer Complaint 
with the assistance of very little inter- 
nal medication, though this act is not 
performed without making a demand 
upon the general store-house of energy. 
Add to this the depression caused by 
toxemic absorption and the marked 
exhaustion of an acute attack is read- 
ily explained. 

Probably there is nv better aid to 
further beneficial medication than An- 
tiphlogistine applied warm and thick 
over the entire abdomen. The dress- 
ing to be immediately covered with ab- 
sorbent cotton and a suitable compress. 
Peristaltic spasm is at once reduced, 
intestinal comfort promoted and re- 
freshing slumber invited. Acting -re- 
flexly, Antiphlogistine restores the 
muscular tone of the intestinal walls 
and energizes the entire economy to re- 
sist the prostration from summer com- 
plaint so common to infant and adult 
during the humid months. 








254 THE MEDICAL TIMES AND REGISTER. 


It is interesting to note that fortunes 
are frequently made by the invention 
of articles of minor importance. Many 
of the most popular devices are those 
designed to benefit the people and meet 
popular conditions, and one of the 
most interesting of these that has ever 
been invented is the Dr. White Elec- 
tric Comb, patented January 1 99. 
These wonderful combs positively cure 
dandruff, hair falling out, sick and 
nervous headaches, and when used in 
connection with Dr. White’s Electric 
Hair Brush are positively guaranteed 
to make straight hair curly in 25 days’ 
time. Thousands of these electric 
combs have been sold in the various 
cities of the Union, and the demand 
is constantly increasing. Our agents 
are rapidly becoming rich selling these 
combs. They positively sell on sight. 
Send for sample. Men’s size 35 c., 
ladies’ 50 c.,—half price while we are 
introducing them. See Want Column 
of this paper. The Dr. White Elec- 
tric Comb Co., Decatur, Tl. 





URINE AND NITROGEN ELIMINA- 
TION IN PREGNANCY. 


The writer concludes that there is a 
general and progressive increase in 
nitrogen and urea content accompany- 
ing an increase in specific gravity. 
The averate rate of increment is ap- 
proximately 0.10 per cent. nitrogen 
and 0.18 per cent. urea for each in- 
crease of two specific gravity num- 
bers. The average variation in both 
rate of increment and individual 
value is, however, so large that the 
specific gravity can furnish only a 
rough indication of the probable ni- 
trogen content.—C. W. Miller (Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Medical Bulle- 
tin, June, 1902). 
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GERM DESTROYING AND NERVE 
SOOTHING. 


The following excerpt from an article 
in the Virginia Medical Monthly, by 
Stephen J. Clark, M. D., No. 66 W. 
10th Street, of this city, plainly out- 
lines the useful combination of two 
leading remedies in materia medica :— 

“Binz claims specific antiseptic pow- 
ers for quinine; other writers are in 
accord with him on this point, and re- 
port good results from large doses in 
septicaemia, pyemia, puerperal fever 
and erysipelas. It is a germ destroyer 
of the bacilli of influenza (la grippe.) 
Antikamnia and quinine tablets will 
promptly relieve in this disease. Qui- 
nine is a poison to the minute organ- 
ism, sarcina; and antikamnia exerts a 
soothing, quieting effect on the nerve 
filaments. A full dose (two five-grain 
tablets) of this remedy will often ar- 
rest a commencing pneumonia or pleu- 
ritis. These tablets are also useful in 
the typho-malarial fever of the South 
—particularly for ihe hyperpyrexia— 
both quinine and antikamnia, as pre- 
viously said, being decided fever re- 
ducers. They are likewise most valu- 
able in cases of periodical attacks of 
headache of nondefined origin; of the 
so-called ‘bilious attacks’; of dengue; 
in neuralgia of the trigemini; in that 
of ‘ovarian catarrh’; and, in short, © 
they are effective in every case where 
quinine would ordinarily be prescribed 
and without the ‘ringing’ which gen- 
erally accompanies the administration 
of quinine alone.”—New York M'ed- 
ical Journal. ° 
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Book Reviews. 








Diseases of Metabolism and Nutri- 
tion. A Series of Monographs in 
Three ‘Volumes. By Prof. Dr. Carl 
von Noorden, Physician-in-Chief to 
the City Hospital, Frankfort-on-Main. 
Authorized American edition. Elited 
by Boardman R2:*, M. D., Philadel- 
phia. Published by E. B. Treat & Co., 
New York. Price, Vol. 1, 50 c.; Vol. 
2, $1.00; Vol. 3, 50c. The three vol- 
umes sent carriage paid on receipt of 
$2.00. 

It is due to the disorders of metab- 
olism and nutrition that degenerative 
changes cut short the activities of so 
many men ard women in middle life, 
—that, in these latter days, senility 
and death itself come prematurely to 
a very large proportion of mankind. 

Vol. I.—Obesity—The Indications 
for Reduction, Cures, founded upon a 
critical scientific study. 

II. —Nephritis—His treatment of 
the various forms of Bright’s Disease 
are based on exhaustive experiments 
and bed-side observations. 

III.—Colitis—This is a mabterly 
treatment of the complex subject of 
Membranous Catarrh of the Intestines 
(Colica Mucosa). 

These volumes are well worth the 
careful perusal of the every day prac- 
titioner. 

The International Medical Annual 
for 1903. Published by E. B. Treat & 
Co., 241 West 23d St., New York. 
Price, $3.00. 


With this issue the Medical Annual 
reaches its twenty-first year and the 
inanagers have reason to be grateful 
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for the fact that those who were the 
most concerned in bringing it into ex- 
istence, and who nursed it through its 
period of adolescence, have been spared 
to witness its maturity. 

They have ever desired in a single 
volume to present a reflection of the 
knowledge of the year, and to make 
that reflection true. Their aim has 
been to condense and elucidate the con- 
clusions of authors. Truth can only 
be reached by the natural evolution of 
knowledge; and the endeavor has been 
to assist in that evolution, never to in- 
terfere with it. The success they have 
attained is but the measure of the help 
they have received, and such help is 
not of one country nor one conti- 
nent. Science being Universal, 
we could not reflect it, if we adopted 
the Parochial ideal which is sometimes 
pressed upon us. 

An important feature of this volume 
is the article on X-ray work in disease. 





PROSTATIC HYPERTROPHY. 


The writer reviews the advantages 
of the suprapubic transvesical cauter- 
ization of the prostate over the Bot- 
tini operation, and concludes that it 
admits of an accurate anatomico-pa- 
thological diagnosis which is funda- 
mentally essential to intelligent treat- 
ment. The cauterization can be made 
with the galvano cautery or the more 
commonly possessed Paquelin cautery 
with ease, rapidity and safety. A 
curved cautery blade will greatly fa- 
cilitate the procedure. The incision 
can be accurately placed. We can 
see the field of operation and the 
structures being cauterized. The 
length and depth of the incision can 
be regulated to meet the requirements 
in the particular condition found. 
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GLYCO-THYMOLINE FOR ERYSIP- 
ELAS. 


Dr. Seneca D. Powell, of New York, 
applies 95 per cent. carbolic acid in 
erysipelas, and as soon as the skin 
turns white he applies alcohol to check 
the action. 

The Dietetic and Hygienic Gazette 
describes another treatment for ery- 
sipelas. It is to cover the area and a 
margin on the surrounding skin with 
a thick layer of white vaseline, and 
cover this with linen and a bandage to 
hold it in place. Apply twice daily. 
Its advantage over iodine applications 
is the absence of pain and irritation. 

In Glyco-Thymoline we have a rem- 
edy for erysipelas which lacks the tox- 
ic properties of carbolic acid and is far 
more efficacious than ‘white vaseline. 
The following clinical histories give 
a fair idea of its action: 

John Citatatto, M. D., of New Or- 
leans, writes :-—“A young lady sent for 
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me, and upon my arrival I found her 
suffering from an attack of erysipelas. 
I decided to try Glyco-Thymoline, and 
accordingly made a solution consisting 
of four ounces of Glyco-Thymoline to 
two pints of water, and ordered the 
patient’s face to be kept constantly 
covered with compresses saturated 
with this solution. With the first ap- 
plication the itching ceased instantly. 
The swelling of the face disappeared 
very rapidly, and after three days of 
this treatmeat my patient was entirely 
cured.” 


C. Le Van Mandenbach, M. D., of 
St. Louis, states:—“I have used Gly- 
co-Thymoline as a direct application im 
facial erysipelas with the best results.” 

Dr. Saxton, of Baltimore, writes: 
“I have used Glyco-Thymoline in ery- 


sipelas by keeping a piece of linen wet 
with it on the face. It prevented the 
erysipelas from spreading, and allayed 
the Itching almost instantly.” 








"No ‘physician ca can ‘afford to be indifferent in the filling of his prescrip tions. 
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